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Dear Members 
 
A welcome to the new members and hope you enjoy your training with us. 
 
Please would members refer to the Welcome to Jolly Dog School brochure and take note of the long 
weekends during 2015 on the website (www.jollydogs.co.za) 
 
There will be training as usual on Saturday 13

th
 June 2015 as it is not a long weekend 

 
Please remember that if you cannot locate your newsletter in order to confirm times and dates of functions 
please refer to the website which is constantly updated. 

 

 

 

 
RESULTS 
 

Handler Dog Show Date Class Position 

      

Des Bekker Tina JDS 20/04/2015 A Class 1
st
 

Des Bekker Tina Shetland Sheepdog 10/05/2015 A Class 1
st
 

      

 
 



 
Please would members who compete in shows inform either Peter Dinsmore or Fiona Quirk via email 
of their results.  We would like to put them in the newsletter.  We also need to keep a record of them 
in order to correctly award the trophies at the year end function 
 

Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea. 
Robert A. Heinlein  

 

 

5 TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR CHILD FROM DOG BITES 

 

The ASPCA predicts that 50 percent of children will be bitten by a dog before they turn 12-years-old. 
National Dog Bite Prevention Week, May 17 – 23 in the U.S., was created to educate people about 
preventing dog bites. 

While any animal has the potential to bite when they feel threatened, a veterinary study published in the 
Journal of Applied Animal Behavior (2009) showed that confrontational training methods practiced by 
popular trainers and handlers are a contributing factor. Dominance-based training methods practiced and 
taught by these trainers can include: 

• staring down a dog 

• alpha rolls (holding dogs on their back) 

• intimidation with physical threats 

Not only do these antiquated training methods not correct the original problem, but the training 
actually promotes aggression in dogs. 

For example, Fido starts growling at a child because he feels threatened when the child reaches out to pet 
him. Fido is telling the child he’s not comfortable and is feeling threatened. The parent, who may have just 
seen a popular tv show on dog training, yells at Fido for growling and stares him down until he stops 
growling. The parent thinks they have corrected the problem when Fido doesn’t growl the next time the child 
reaches over his head to pet him. After all, he’s learned that if he growls, he’ll be threatened and intimidated. 
So, the next time the child reaches out to pet Fido, he doesn’t growl. Instead, he immediately bites the child’s 
hand. The parent naively thinks the bite just came out of nowhere. Sadly, the child grows up with a fear of 
dogs, and the family dog is succumbed to euthanasia. It is heartbreaking to all, because the parents really 
loved Fido. They just weren’t educated in positive reinforcement training techniques that would have helped 
Fido become comfortable, and the child wasn’t educated in how to safely pet a dog. 

Internationally renowned dog trainer Victoria Stilwell is a spokesperson for National Dog Bite Prevention 
Week. She says, “Most dog bites are preventable and are a perfect situation of circumstance, situation and 
environment. If we learn to understand dogs, learn their body language, and empower children with that 
knowledge, there will be less dog bites.” She offers these tips to help prevent dog bites: 

1. Your dog needs to be well socialized. 

2. Your dog needs to receive great, humane and force-free education. 

3. Teach your family how to be around your dog. 

4. Teach visitors, including all children, how to be around your dog. 

4. Give your dog plenty of exercise and mental stimulation. 

5. Don’t judge a dog by his breed. Instead, observe his behavior. 

 

 
Dogs are not our whole life, but they make our lives whole. 

Roger Caras  

 



 
 

 

WHAT EVERY PET OWNER SHOULD KNOW ABOUT PREVENTING FLEAS AND TICKS 

 

The thought of insects crawling on your skin and living off your blood probably, well, makes your skin crawl. 
Yet, too often as pet owners, we allow fleas and ticks to treat our pets like bed-and-breakfasts. And it is only 
after these pests make themselves at home that we might realize showing them the door can be difficult, 
expensive and painfully slow. 

Fleas and ticks aren’t just irritating and distasteful; they can lead to medical problems. Flea allergies can 
cause severe itching and skin damage; fleas can also carry the causative agents of cat-scratch disease, 
while ticks carry the organisms that can lead to debilitating illnesses like Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever. So it’s crucial to continuously and effectively prevent infestations of these parasites for the 
health and safety of our pets, our families and ourselves. 

Fleas: The Prolific, Perplexing Parasite 

Consider the life cycle of the common flea: The average female can lay 40 to 50 eggs daily. The eggs 
develop into maggot-like larvae and progress to a cocoon stage called pupae. These pupae wait several 
weeks to months for the ideal temperature and humidity to mature into adult fleas. That single adult flea you 
find on your pet represents about 5 percent of the total flea problem in your home; eggs, larvae, and pupae 
comprise the rest. Your pet — and your home — can be infested before a single flea is found. And finding 
them can be tough, especially on cats, because of their constant grooming. That’s why a one-time treatment 
for fleas isn’t usually enough. 

Pet owners often discover a flea problem because of a pet’s severe itching, which sometimes is due to flea 
allergy dermatitis — a sensitization to the flea’s saliva when it draws a blood meal. No pet is safe from fleas 
and their bites, but not all pets are hypersensitive to them. This means severe infestations can occur without 
your dog or cat showing any obvious discomfort. Therefore, it’s best to use preventive tactics to help keep 
fleas from infesting your pet and home in the first place. 

To do this, speak with your veterinarian about safe flea-control products that you can administer to your pet 
year-round. Some products are administered once a month, but other products provide longer-lasting 
protection. Ask your vet about the best choice for your pets. Consistent use of safe prevention products is 
the primary method of managing fleas. Newly hatched young adult fleas usually feed right away. If your pet 
has been treated with an appropriate flea product when these adult fleas emerge, you can help break the 
cycle of infestation. (Remember to treat all of the pets in the house, regardless of whether or not they’re 
itching.) 

Treating your pet’s environment is also an important part of controlling and preventing flea infestations. Fleas 
lay their eggs on your pet, but the eggs usually fall off. Once in the environment, they molt into larvae and 
develop into the pupae stage. Larvae don’t survive well in sunlight, preferring instead to hide in dark, 
protected areas like deep carpet or pet bedding. Therefore, focus on treating the places your pet likes to rest, 
especially those that are out of sunlight, like a resting place in the shady area of the yard, your pet’s blanket 



or pillow — or even your bed (ick). Frequent cleaning or vacuuming can help reduce the pupal and larval 
stages of fleas in the carpet, and many flea control products used on pets also kill eggs and larvae. 

But don’t forget that fleas can gain access to your house or yard in many ways, including wildlife, 
neighborhood cats and you, just to name a few. Also remember that if your dogs or cats are allowed access 
to other areas — such as parks, nature areas, crawl spaces or even the neighbor’s yard — they’ll have 
ample opportunity to encounter fleas. Therefore, even if you’re treating your pet, areas of your home and 
yard may also need regular attention. 

Ticks: Expanding Their Disease-Carrying Reach 

Like fleas, ticks can now be found throughout most of the country. Though the severity of tick infestations 
varies by region, ticks are now spreading into areas that previously had very limited tick problems. 

Unlike fleas, ticks may not cause dramatic irritation when they attach to your pet’s skin. This lets the tick 
slowly fill with blood without interference. Before feeding, ticks are often small and easily overlooked; once a 
tick has eaten and is engorged with blood, it grows in size and often looks bloated. These bloated ticks are 
usually easier to spot (depending on species — some of them can still be very small), but can be  difficult to 
remove — especially if you aren’t used to doing it. If you see a bloated tick, your best bet is to visit your 
veterinarian so she can remove it and check for any additional ticks. 

There are several species of ticks that pose a risk to pets and people. Ticks can be hosts to several types of 
disease-producing organisms that can be transmitted to pets or people while the tick is feeding. These 
organisms can cause illnesses like Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain spotted fever. Again, the lesson here 
is that it’s best to protect your pets — and yourself — from ticks rather than react to them after the fact. 

Most ticks lurk in tall grass or low-hanging bushes and crawl onto pets or people as they walk by. The tick 
can then travel on the host — that’s you or your pet — to find a suitable place to attach and feed. 
Considering how stealthy these travelers are, the most reliable plan is to keep your pet on an effective tick 
preventive all year. Conveniently, many products combine protection from ticks with flea protection. Your 
veterinarian can recommend a product that is safe and appropriate for your pet. 

You can also help prevent ticks by keeping the grass and bushes in your pet’s outdoor area mowed and 
trimmed. If you’re hiking, camping or playing in untended and possibly tick-infested outdoor areas, wear long 
pants, long-sleeved shirts and headgear to help prevent tick exposure. Afterward, be sure to check both your 
pets and your family for ticks. 

The Risk-Free Myth 

Some circumstances may seem like they’d be guaranteed flea and tick free, but this is not so. There is no 
such thing as a completely risk-free situation. Pets need prevention in every situation. 

Think your indoor pet is safe? Think again. You’ve seen bugs inside your house — fleas and ticks can sneak 
indoors, too. Even pets who don’t venture outside — such as an indoor cat or a dog who only goes in the 
yard for potty breaks — are at risk of flea and tick infestation. Granted, their infestation chances are lower 
than those of outdoor pets, but you can help protect them by using safe and effective flea and tick control 
products year-round. 

And don’t assume that there’s a flea- and tick-free season. Fall and winter may seem like distant memories 
at this time of year, but they’re not to be forgotten when it comes to parasite prevention. Fleas and ticks have 
a way of popping up in the colder months. In fact, flea numbers can surge in the fall in temperate climates. 

What’s more, fleas enjoy a wonderful, climate-controlled environment inside your house year-round. They 
can gain inside access by hitching a ride on outside sources, such as you and your pets, or adult fleas can 
develop from eggs or larvae that were already hiding in your house. Don’t forget that ticks are extremely 
tough, too, and can often survive outside even during the winter months. The only way to ensure your dog or 
cat is safe from fleas and ticks is to keep him on a parasite preventive all year. 

Keeping Fleas off Pets: Your Options for Preventives 

Today’s highly effective parasite preventives each work a little differently to keep fleas off your pets; your 
veterinarian can recommend a product that best suits your pet’s health needs and your lifestyle. Here’s a 
look at the differences between oral products (which your pet eats) and topical products (which you apply to 
your pet’s skin). There are also some effective collars that you may want to ask your vet about. 



Oral Flea Control 

• Available as palatable, flavored tablets, therefore, generally easy to administer to most dogs. 

• No mess. 

• No worry about accidental contact with skin (children’s or other pets’) or potential discoloration of 

household surfaces (furniture or flooring) from topicals immediately after application. 

• No need to worry about swimming or bathing. (Frequent swimming or bathing may reduce the 

effectiveness of some topicals.) 

Topical Flea Control 

• No risk of your pet vomiting up the medication. 

• No worries about whether your pet ate the whole tablet. 

• An alternative for pets who won’t take oral products or are difficult to medicate. 

Stop Fleas and Ticks Before They Start 

Remember this mantra: When it comes to fleas and ticks, it’s best — and safest — to prevent an infestation 
than it is to deal with the consequences. Your veterinarian, as an expert in parasite control and prevention, 
can recommend the best products to help prevent infestation. (Keep in mind that not all insecticides are safe 
for both cats and dogs of all sizes, so carefully follow your veterinarian’s recommendations.) 

With a little effort and a year-round prevention plan, you can keep your pets virtually parasite free — and 
help ensure that your home sports a “no vacancy” sign when it comes to fleas and ticks. 

 

 
I talk to him when I'm lonesome like; and I'm sure he understands. When he looks at me so attentively, and 

gently licks my hands; then he rubs his nose on my tailored clothes, but I never say naught thereat. For the 

good Lord knows I can buy more clothes, but never a friend like that. ~W. Dayton Wedgefarth 

 
FACEBOOK 
 
Please join Jolly Dog School on Facebook.  We will make use of this medium to let you know if we are still 
training during adverse weather conditions. 

 

 
Email addresses 
 
We prefer to communicate by email in order to keep costs down, but understand not every one has this 
convenience, so will provide hard copies to those without email at training. 
 
If you have an email and have not had a communication from us or are not getting our monthly newsletter 
please can you email Fiona Quirk (fiona@vibe.co.za) or Peter Dinsmore (peter.dinsmore@rhdhv.com) so we 
can pick up your correct address. 
 
 

 
Contact numbers    Website: www.jollydogs.co.za 

  

Head Trainer:     Secretary: 
 

Ingrid Dinsmore - 011 022 5327  Ingrid Dinsmore - 011 022 5327 
 
Agility – Trainer 
 
Peter Dinsmore  – 084 025 2650 



 

 
Obedience – Trainers 
 
Ingrid Dinsmore - 011 022 5327 
Peter Dinsmore - 084 025 2650 
Fiona Quirk - 082 902 8825 
John McBride - 084 581 5153 
Shirley Tebbutt - 082 596 7500 
Jennie Chick - 082 895 5881 

Linda McBride - 072 403 4891 
 

 
 
Enjoy your training 

    

“The Jolly Team”“The Jolly Team”“The Jolly Team”“The Jolly Team”    
    
Unless otherwise stated items in your newsletter are free of copy write protection, but if you do copy anything we would appreciate a 

reference to the Jolly Dog School and our Newsletter 

 


